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bandhu's sallies of wit and humour, of which it
seemed he had an inexhaustible fund.

Fortune favoured Sir Gooroodass in every way
when he was at Berhampore, but he had to suffer
a family bereavement by the death of his eldest
child, a daughter aged ii years, who was taken
to Berhampore with her mother some time after
his first arrival and who died there of cholera.
The girl was so beautiful that she was named
Mohini (the Enchantress). It was a great shock
to the parents and Sir Gooroodass was deeply
affected. His great friend, Babu Shama Charan
Bhattacharjee, used to come to the house often,
and by way of consolation, used to relate to him
the sorrows and troubles of his own life, compared
to which Sir Gooroodass's misfortune was insigni-
ficant, often observing that Sir Gooroodass should
not break down at the first blow, because life was
full of such blows.

' Sir Gooroodass's mother now became more and
more insistent in her wish that he should come
back to Calcutta. She could no longer endure
his separation and could not be with the son at
his place of business which would interfere with
the daily performance of her duties to the family
god. She began to remind him of his promise to
leave Berhampore and come back to Calcutta
as soon as he could command a small but fixed
monthly income for the support of the family.
Sir Gooroodass consulted his friend and benefactor^
Babu Matilal Banerjee, in the matter. Mati Babu's
advice was that if he wanted to catch small fry